
   A REDEFINED STRENGTH, COURAGE, & RESILIENCE:

Joy McKnight’s StoryJoy McKnight’s Story
My name is Joy McKnight. I am happily married to the man of
my dreams and have 3 beautiful, smart, and kind girls. Who I am
today is a product of many moments, moments that have
shaped me as a woman and a mother. 

One such moment was the night I was sexually assaulted the
night before my 13th birthday.  It’s been well over 30 years now
and I can still tell you every detail. I can tell you what I was
wearing: my favorite Floral jeans and my electric blue and
orange Columbia coat. I can tell you what the man’s dress
shoes sounded like as he walked across the linoleum floor. I can
tell you how his breath felt on my face. He told me I looked
pretty. It was a defining moment.  

I am sure the same is true for many who have had something
like this happen. In one way, I suppose my story is not unique. 
1 in 9 girls are assaulted before the age of 18. But in other
ways, my story is different than most. I’ve come to say that I am
one of the lucky ones. I did not personally know my attacker,
and it happened in a public place so there was not as much
time as others may have had to endure. Thankfully, my parents
believed me immediately. They immediately acted and involved
the authorities. Yet another defining moment.

That night the officer who came to take my statement told my
parents about Pee Dee Coalition. I will always be thankful he
did that. There are moments that redefine our strength,
courage, and resilience. For me, one such moment was finding
the unwavering support and guidance of  Pee Dee Coalition. As
I reflect on the path I've walked, I must express my deepest
gratitude for the transformative impact they have had on my
life. Being referred to the Coalition continues to impact me
and my family even today.

From the very first interaction, the Pee Dee Coalition showed
me compassion and understanding. They created a safe space
that allowed healing to begin. They allowed me to be safe
when very few people and places were at the time. Everywhere
I went I heard his shoes behind me. Church became very hard.
Do you know how many men wear dress shoes at church?
Going anywhere became impossible without extreme anxiety. I
could not be in a room with closed doors. Few places in those
early days and months were safe. I was so afraid it would
happen again. They were the first people I was willing to tell 
“I don’t want to be pretty anymore.” 

The Pee Dee Coalition also cultivated a sense of
community among survivors. I was able to connect with
others who have faced similar challenges. Together, we
provided a support network that goes beyond the confines
of counseling sessions. This shared strength became a
source of inspiration and solidarity, and it reminded me
that I was not alone.

Years later, when I was almost an adult, parts of my story
came to the surface again. I needed to testify in a court
hearing, and I needed to sit facing him directly. So many
things came back that I thought were gone for good. My
parents reached back out to the Pee Dee Coalition, who
once again stepped in to provide the support I needed.

As I extend my deepest gratitude to the Pee Dee
Coalition, I want to acknowledge the profound impact
they have on our community. Their commitment to
breaking the silence surrounding issues like mine brings
positive change. By providing education, advocacy, and
support, they contribute to a safer and more
compassionate society.

To the entire Pee Dee Coalition team – your dedication
does not go unnoticed. Thank you for being the guiding
light in the lives of survivors, for instilling hope, and for
empowering us to rise above the challenges we face. Your
work is not just a service; it is a lifeline for those who, like
me, have found solace and strength within your embrace. 

Little girls shouldn’t be afraid of being pretty. To the Pee
Dee Coalition, thank you for all you do to love and protect
them in the darkest moments.

-Joy 
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4/05/24 1230p-130p • Table Top-Male Perspective

 CHS PDC, 339 N Page St

4/08/24 6p-8p • Paint Night-”Consent Rocks” • Chesterfield YMCA

4/09/24 10a-12p • Senior Bingo • Cheraw Rec Dept, Powe St, Cheraw

4/11/24 6p-7p • Candlelight w/GAL • Cheraw Centennial Park-

 Market St Cheraw

4/12/24 1-2p • Pinwheel Garden w/DSS • Chesterfield

4/12/24 10a-11a • CHESCO Know the Signals of SA Presentation

 CHESCO Services,1224 E. Blvd., Chesterfield

4/16/24 930a-1p • Chesterfield HS - Human Trafficking

 Chesterfield High School, Chesterfield

4/17/24 9a • Cheraw Headstart - Parenting Meeting

 Cheraw Headstart, Dizzy Gillespie Dr, Cheraw 

4/17/24 5p • Cheraw Headstart - Virtual, Parenting Meeting

 Cheraw Headstart, Dizzy Gillespie Dr, Cheraw 

4/18/24 11a • Springhill Assisted Living - Elder Abuse Presentation

 Springhill Assisted Living, 514 S Gum St., Pageland, SC

4/19/24 9a-11a • C-Field Social - Coffee & Conversation

 W Main St, Chesterfield

4/24/24 ALL DAY • Jeans for Justice-Demin Day • Throughout County

4/01/24 11:00 AM • Cali’s Snow Cones • 2801 Hwy 501, Marion, SC 

4/01/24 12:00 PM • Live Presentation on Senior Abuse

 WJAY Radio Station E. Hwy 76 Mullins, SC

4/01/24 8:00 AM • Marion County Marquees • Marion County

4/01/24 8:00 AM • Banner Displays throughout Marion County

4/01/24 8:00 AM • SAAM & CAPM Informational Trifold Boards 

 throughout Marion County

4/03/24 10:00 AM • In Her Shoes • Marion Opera House 

 109 W Godbold St Marion, SC

4/06/24 9:00 AM • Community Resource Fair

 WR Saffold Community Center

4/10/24 5:30 PM • Take Back the Night • Main Street Marion

4/17/24 12:00 PM • Denim Day • Marion City Hall, N. Main Street 

4/23/24 12:00 PM • Marion County Coordinating Council

 Performg Arts & Science Academy N. Main Street 

4/25/24 11:00 AM • Loving Yourself After Trauma

 Marion Opera House 109 W Godbold St Marion, SC

4/27/24 12:00 PM • Women’s Self Defense Class

 235 N. Main Street Marion, SC 

4/01/24 11:00 AM • Pinwheel garden

 Darlington County Sheriffs Office//Darlington

4/01/24 Sexual assault and child abuse awareness • Darlington County 

4/08/24 9:00 AM • Pinwheel Garden/Yard Signage

 Slayton Head Start Academy 

 325 W. Washington St., Hartsville

4/08/24 5:30 PM • RAD Class • Sonoco Country Club 534 Prestwood Dr

4/10/24 11:00 AM • Movie and a Chat • 460 W Carolina Av Hartsville

4/10/24 6:00 PM • Sexual assault awareness • South Hartsville 

 Baptist Church 205 E Bobo Newsoem Hwy

4/12/24 10AM • Week Of The Young Chld • Darlington County

4/12/24 3:00 PM • Pinwheel Garden/Yard Signage

 Boys&Girls Club Hartsville 1103 S. 6th St., Hartsville

4/13/24 8:00 AM • RAD Class • 828 Carrotttop Ln Hartsville

4/15/24 8:30 AM • Parenting Families on SA and CA • ZOOM

4/15/24 5:30 PM • RAD Class • Sonoco Country Club 534 Prestwood Dr

4/17/24 11:00 AM • Movie and a Chat • 460 W Carolina Av Hartsville

4/18/24 4:00 PM • Child Abuse Awareness Month

 Boys and Girls Club Hartsville

4/22/24 10:00 AM • PCAPD Presentation • Darlington Co. DSS

 Hartsville Offc 130 E. Camden Ave., Hartsville

4/24/24 8:00 AM • Wear Denim Day • Darlington County
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4/05/24 5:00-6:30 PM • Protecting yourself from sexual assault

 Dillon PDC center 1101 highway 301 N. Dillon

4/11/24 3:30-4:30 PM • Protecting yourself from sexual assault

 Boys&GirlsYouth center, Riverdale community center, 

 301 Freddie Loop Road, Dillon

4/17/24 7:00-8:00 PM • Date Rape • Miracle Temple Family 

 Fellowship Church 1210 Huss St. Lake View

4/20/24 9-2 PM • Walk A Mile In Their Shoes • Wellness Center,

 1647 Commerece DR. Dillon 

4/24/24 7:30-9:00 AM • Denim Day • City of Dillon 

 Werlcome Center106 S. Railroad Ave.

4/02/24 All Day • Wear Teal Day • Facebook

4/09/24 10:00 AM • Pinwheel Planting • Williamsburg County 

 Courthousem125 W. Main St. Kingstree 

4/11/24 10:30 -11:30am • Drug Facilitated Sexual Assault w/ 

 Consent and Bystander Effect Discussion • Williamsburg 

 Technical College • 601 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. Kingstree

4/16/24 5:45 - 6:15 PM • Mayoral Proclimation • Williamsburg County 

 Public Service Admin Building • 201 W. Main St. Kingstree

4/18/24 7:00am - 9:00 am • Williamsburg County Hometown Chamber 

 Red Carpet Breakfast • Williamsburg Hometown Chamber

 131 N Academy St. Kingstree.

4/18/24 11:00 AM • WC3 April Spotlight • Zoom

4/24/24 All Day • Denim Day • FaceBook

Contact for Events: Stacey Short 843-621-5423

Contact for Events: Pamela Prince 843-383-0240

Contact for Events: Carolyn Blue 843-687-0005

Contact for Events: Michelle Smith 843-423-6568

Contact for Events: Freda Cox 843-687-5388
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STATE EVENTS
04/02    Sexual Assault Awareness Day of Action
04/04     Children’s Trust of South Carolina
                 Learning Thursdays- Understanding   
                 Adverse Childhood Experiences
                 10AM- 11:30AM via zoom 
                 *Registration is required.* 
                  Visit www.scchildren.org/events

NATIONAL EVENTS
04/10     Rock Blue for Child Abuse Prevention
04/24     National Denim Day for SA Awareness

Pinwheels for Prevention 
-Melanie Zimmerman, Third Circuit Family Advocate of Durant Children’s Center of Sumter 

Child Abuse Prevention Month is observed every April to raise awareness, educate communities, and promote strategies
to prevent child abuse. Child abuse has various forms to include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, neglect,
and exploitation. The effects of child abuse can be profound and enduring, impacting a child’s physical, emotional, and
psychological well-being. 

Children who experience child abuse may suffer from anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, and post-traumatic stress
disorder. Without intervention the cycle of abuse can perpetuate, leading to a cycle of trauma and dysfunction.
Preventing child abuse is a collaborative effort from individuals, communities, institutions, and families. Child Abuse
Prevention Month serves as an opportunity to highlight the importance of protecting children from abuse and neglect.

In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America declared the pinwheel as the national symbol for child abuse prevention. The
pinwheel represents the happy, healthy carefree childhood every child deserves and the commitment to giving them the
opportunity to thrive in a safe and nurturing environment. Each year pinwheel gardens are planted amongst the
community to raise awareness to child abuse.

PEPS
Parent Education Parent Support

PEPS, a service of Present Child Abuse Pee Dee, is designed to provide coping and life skills to families (parents,
grandparents, guardians, foster parents, caregivers) with children under the age of 17. It is also designed to assist

parents identified as “at risk” for child abuse or neglect. 
Sign up for classes by contacting Sharon Woodham, Parent Program Director at (843)580-6511. 

It’s Up to Us!
In support of Child Abuse Prevention, the Coalition strives to push the need for communities and

businesses to take the stand against child neglect and abuse. As a united it front, It’s Up to Us to protect our
children by educating those guardians on prevention to secure the well-being of our youth future and

generations to come. 
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4/01/24 6:00 pm • Parsonage Turns Teal

 108 South Parsonage Street  Bennettsville,SC

4/04/24 2:00pm • Niah’s Lemonade Stand

 109 South Parsonage Street, Bennettsville

4/06/24 10:00am • Ribs & Rods Festival • Main Street, Clio, SC 29525

4/08/24 7:00pm • Clio Turns Teal • Main Street, Clio, SC 29525

4/11/24 10:00am • McColl Turns Teal • Main Street, McColl

4/18/24 5:00 pm • Expressions Art Show

 123 South Marlboro Street, Bennettsville,SC

4/25/24 11:00 am • Spare The Child: Docu Film Screening

 MWE Library

4/27/24 11:00am-1:00pm • Tea & Testimonies

 210 E. Main Steet, Bennettsville, SC 

4/1/24 9am • Paint the town teal • City of Florence 324 W. Evans St

4/5/24 12:00 AM • Wear Blue Day • All Locations

4/10/24 TBA • Lunch & Learn  • TBA

4/12/24 12p-2p • SA talk w/the elderly

 Lydia’s Nest, Main St. Johnsonville, SC

4/18/24 TBA • Proclaim April As CAPM • TBA

4/18/24 7p-8p • Paint NIght • Addie’s Baby 290 W, Evans St, Florence

4/20/24 TBA • Pinwheel Garden - Eastern Star Group • TBA

4/20/24 10am-1p • Pee Dee Denim Day

 Lake City on the Green 133 E. Main St

4/24/24 12p-3p • Denim Day • Lake City HA South Ron McNair Blvd

TBA TBA • Girl Scout Troop 778 • TBA

TBA TBA • FDTC - Children’s Day Care • FDTC

TBA TBA • OTIS • TBA

Contact for Events: Wendy Woods 843-758-4988

Contact for Events: Hope Hanna 843-669-4694
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REGIONAL EVENTS
Presentations at Town, City and County 
Government meetings all month.
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